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SUBJECT: UK-ICELAND FISHERIES DISPUTE: WILSON'S 
STATEMENT TO COMMONS 

REF: LONDON 1302 

1 . PRIME MINISTER WILSON MADE STATEMENT TO THE HOUSE 
OF COMMONS AT 1530 GMT JANUARY 28 ON THE FOUR DAYS OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LONDON 01411 01 OF 02 290104Z 

FISHERIES TALKS WITH ICELANDIC OFFICIALS WHICH ENDED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


JANUARY 27. WILSON LOOKED AND SOUNDED GRAVE AND 
PESSIMISTIC AS HE ANNOUNCED THAT ICELANDIC PRIME 
MINISTER HALLERIMSSON HAD RETURNED TO REYKJAVIK TO 
DISCUSS WITH HIS CABINET POSSIBLEFORMULAAS FOR REACHING 
AGREEMENT ON FISHERIES DISPUTE. WILSON SAID HE 
HAD HOPED TO BE ABLE TO PRESENT AN AGREEMENT TO THE 
HOUSE FOLLOWING THE CONCLUSION OF THIS ROUND OF 
TALKS. HE ADDED IT WAS REGRETTABLE THAT THIS WAS 
NOT YET POSSIBLE BUT THAT HE IS WILLING TO BE PATIENT 
FOR A DAY OR TWO IN ORDER TO GET AN AGREEMENT 
ACCEPTABLE NOT ONLY TO GOI BUT ALSO TO THE MEMBERS 
OF THE HOUSE REPRESENTING FISHING CONSTITUTENTS. 

WILSON ALSO THANKED NATO SECRETARY GENERAL LUNS FOR 
HIS EFFORTS IN BRINGING THE TWO SIDES TOGETHER FOR 
THESE TALKS. 

2. WILSON STATED IT IS VITALLY IMPORTANT THAT NOTHING 
BE DONE TO EXCERBATE THE DELICATE SOLUATION. UNFOR- 
TUNATELY, DURING THE TWO HOURS BEFORE THE STATEMENTHE 
HAD FOUND IT NECESSARY TO RE-EMPHASIZE THIS TO MR. 
HALLGRIMSSON. WILSON SAID HE HAD TOLD ICELANDERS 

"TO COOL IT” AND THAT SAME MESSAGE WAS BEING PASSED 
TO BRITISH TRAWLERS FISHINGG IN ICELANDIC WATERS. 

HE DID NOT SPECIFY WHAT CAUSED HIM TO WARN THE 
ICELANDERS IN THIS WAY. 

3. THE PRIME MINISTER WENT ON TO SAY THAT HMG 
ACCEPTS WITH THE ICELANDERS THE NEED TO CONSERVE 
FISH STOCKS AROUND ICELAND AND RECOGNIZES THE VITAL 
IMPORTANCE OF THESE STOCKS TO ICELAND. HE ADDED, 
HOWEVER, THAT THE SCIENTISTS INVOLVED IN THE TECHNICAL 
DICUSSIONS OF QUOTAS AND TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCHES 
(TAC) WHICH WOULD ALLOW REBUILDING OF STOCKS NEVER 
DID COME TO AGREEMENT ON SPECIFIC FIGURES. NONETHE- 
LESS, HMG WILL SHOW "GREAT FLEXIBILITY IN ACCEPTING 
SUBSSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS IN TAC OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS." 
HE ENDED HIS STATEMENT BY STRONGLY RE-EMPHASIZING 

HIS HOPE THAT PROSPECTS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSSIONS 
NOT BE ENDANGERED BY SPECULATION OR ILL-LUDGED WORDS 
OR ACTIONS, PARTICULARLY ON THE FISHING GROUNDS. AND 
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4. IN REOLY TO THE PRIME MINISTER S REQUEST FOR 
FOREBEARANCE THE CONSERVATIVE SPOKESMAN FOR FOREIQN 
AFFAIRS, REG MAULDING. ACCEPTED DELICACY OF THE 
PROBLEM. STATED HIS PARTY'S DESIRE TO SEE SUBJJECT 
SETTLED IN AN ACCEPTABLE FASHION IN THE NEAR FUTURE 
AND VOICED SUPPORT FOR PRIME MINISTER S ACTIONS. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LONDON 01411 02 OF 02 281850Z 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


MEMBERS OF THE SCOTTISH NATIORALIST PARTY AND LABOUR 
BACKBENCHERS SHOWED LESS FOREBEARANCE AND AMID SHOUTS 
OF "SHUT UP” DEMANDED THAT WILSON ENSURRRE TRAWLERS 
ARE PROTECTED AND ALLOWED TO COTINUE FISHINQ. LABOUR 
BACKBENCHERS PARTICULARLY EMOHASIZED UNEMPLOYMENT 
WHICH WILL BE CAUSED BY SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTIONS IN 
QUOTAS. WILSON EXPRESSED APPRECIATION OF MPLOYMENT 
CONCERN AND STATED THAT IF "THUQ” SHIPS CONTINUE TO 
HARRASS BRITISH TRAWLERS HE IS FULLY PREPARED ( AND 
HE HAS MADE THE ICELANDIC GOVERNMENT AWARE OF THIS) 

TO SEND THE FRIGATES BACK IN TO WATERS CLAIMED BY 
ICELAND. A CLAIM WHICH HE SAID HAD NO VALIDITY IN 
INTERNATIONAL LAW. HE ALSO WAS FORCED TO TURN BACK S 
SCORE OF QUESTIONS CALLING FOR UK DECLARATION OF A 
200-MILE LIMIT WHICH HE AGAIN STATED WAS A MATTER TO 
BE SETTLED IN UNLOS. 

SPIERS 
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